[image: ]Community Empowerment for Progress Organization   The Republic of South Sudan                                                      CEPO                                                                                                                     Juba
                             Email: ceposouthsudan@gmail.com                                                    Date: 7th August, 2021 
 
Internal SPLM-IO frictions turned into military confrontation in Magenis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Juba 7th August, 2021. The forces of former SPLM-IO chief of staff General Simon Gatwech Dual and First Vice President Riek Machar clashed in Magenis area of Upper Nile State on Saturday morning dated 7th August, 2021.  Community Empowerment for Progress Organization strongly condemned the negative development and it is unfortunate situation. This act of fresh clashed among the conflicting factions of SPLM-IO constitute violation of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement 2017.
Mr. Edmund Yakani, Executive Director of CEPO said the conflicting parties need to cease military confrontations now and resolve their grievances in non-violent manner. The citizens of South Sudan are tired of the armed violence. The Leadership of the conflicting SPLM-IO factions should take responsibility to dialogue and find solution for sorting out their misunderstanding immediately 
This negative development that undermines the process for transitioning the situation across the South Sudan from violence to peace is clear demonstration of some political and military leaders’ lack of will for implementing the signed Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of Conflict in South Sudan. The primary responsibility of implementing the R-ARCSS provisions is at the hands of the parties that signed the R-ARCSS. Mr. Yakani stressed 
CEPO is urging the conflicting factions of the SPLM-IO to respect the cessation of hostilities agreement, 2017. Protection of civilians and human rights should not be compromised with by any one of the conflicting parties in Magenis
Finally, CEPO is calling upon IGAD leadership to immediately intervene for resolving this internal SPLM-IO frictions that has already lead to military confrontation. This negative development among the conflicting SPLM-IO will undermine the implementation of the R-ARCSS chapter directly             
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