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Fellow Citzens, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am prvileged and pleased to address you today on the 13" unniversary of the
Independence of our Country. This occasion is & great testimony o oursclves to
honaur our fallen heroes and heroines who paid the ulumare prce for our freedom
and dignity.

Millions of our beloved people lost their precious lives in order for us 10 enjoy the
freedom and independence we have today. Congraralations!!

While it 1s tme to remind ourselves about the true implications of their ulumate
sacnfices; as your President, 1t 15 also my humble honour to pay mburte w all the
brave men and women of this grear land whose martyrdom bestowed upon us the
mdependence of our country.

My Fellow Citizens, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At this juncture, allow me 10 mke the opportumity of this Independence Day to
update you on the state of affairs in our country. For the last six years in a tow, our
country has expenenced a relative peace.

It 18 our collective effort 1o brng abour lastng peace in the country and 1 assure you

that my Govermnment will leave no-stone untumed for the quest ol tangible peace
and prospenty that will be enjoyed by all.

Indeed, it remains our duty and firm conviction to restore peace in South Sudan.

The inplementuon of R-ARCSS through Road Map has been a difficult journey,
but most of the crtical outstanding 1ssues has been implemented despite many
challenges we encountered,
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The general security sitvauon in the country has inproved a lot. The ambushes,
skirmishes and the constant cetde rustling between and among vanous
communites that where daily occurrences have significantly reduced and are now
cuntained due 10 the hard work of our armed forces.

In sdditon to the unilaterul ceasefire, my Government s reaching vut o the
ditferent aimed opposinon groups in our country, caling on them o renounce
vinlence and embrace peace through dialogue.

| am glad to report to you that some of the holdout groups - the South Sudan
Opposition Movements Alliance (SSOMA) a non-signatory to the Revitalized Peace
Agreement have accepted our call for pesce through peaceful negoriated sertlement
under the umbrella of High-Level Mediation “Tumaini Initiative” for South
Sudan.

Because peace is paramount, the Opposinons have chosen the path of peace by
giving our citizens the necessary respite to live m peace and be more productve
ecomomically in our country.

1 also ke this opportunity to think our intemational partmers, particulady the
Republic of Kenya under the wite leadership ol Presdent Willam Ruro for
invalusble suppornt and for leading High-Level Medumnon “Tummim Ininzove on
South Sudan. |

Today, I wunt to repeat our call on +ﬂd opposition groups who didn’t take part
Tumsini Initauve o vome home, to build and develop our country together and
allow our people to achieve a t peaceful coexistence and mutual
understanding that wall guarantee long lasung peace in South Sudan in particular and

in the region in general

We will conninue to call upon those| who are sull carrying arms 1o lay them down
and to respond o peaceful se ul goevances.

It is no longer justfiable m fight-on as this only leads w the loss of innocent lives,
the destruction of propertics, and delays in building our country. War is not an
opuon.
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Fellow Citizens, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The mplementation of the Revitlized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict
ini the Republic of South Sudan (R-ARCSS) progressed in a satsfactory manner. The
progress 1s made in the implementation of the other imporant sections of the
Agreement concemed with humanitanan assistance, economic management and
nstutonal reform. This has improved our relanonship with R-IMEC, 1GAD,
Alfnican Union and some member countries of the mternanional community.

Your Government remnuns committed to work with IGAD and irs parmers o fully
implement the remuining provisions in the Agreement. The High-Level Mediation
“Tumaini Initiative “on South Sudan will complement the implementation of the
Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South
Sudan (R-ARCSS), so thar we have political smability in our Country, T'his is criical
so thar we can focus on achieving our economic independence and be able to deliver
many scrvices that our people deserve in Health, Education, i e
development and food security 1o mention but a few,

Fellow Citizens, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am fully aware that beyond sceunty concems, the worsening violence in the
Republic of Sudan undenmined the strength and sovercignety of the State and
Protection of the civilinns. It has been a year since the war broke out in Sudan,
causing a devastating humanitanan casis and brnnging long-existing polincal and
cthnic tensions beyond the point of no backdown. The war has spread across several
regions of Sudan and led w the collspse of infrstructural systems including
hnhhm:mdmuuunuwmuwﬂuuumgthumndlufdnﬁmanddx
displacement of mullions.

It is no secret that the war in Sudan has negatively contributed to the decline in
South Sudan oil production and have neganvely affected our economy, Therefore, |
urge the warnng partics to halt hostiines and give a peace a chance and 1o silence
the guns and go back to the regional and mternatonal peace medmted ¢iforts,

[ called upon the two sides 1o work to restore peace and to seek sustamable solunons
to the conflict through peacetul and poliocal dialogue because it s a question of the
lives of the Sudanese people who are suffering across the country from the
consequences of the conilict.

To demonstrate my commitment 10 the regional peace and secunty, 1 wash 1o use
this occasion to voice my concern on the ongoing conllict i the Democrutic
Republic of Congn (DRC) which is thizatening regional peace and suababty, The
Fast Afncan Bloc under my chatrmanship must urgently increase iy :fmn to de-
escalate and decrease tensions so as to promore dialopue and to support the inigative
under the Hast African Community.
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Fellow Citizens, Ladies and Gentlemea,

Despite the impac: of global cconomic challenges on Scuth Sudan. Your
Government is providing unversal tree primary Edueation o all children and access
i healtheare services in the hard-mo-reach areas.

Today on the occasion of the 13" anniversary of South Sudan Independence, it is
restimony again to remind ourselves thut wo many innocent lives have been lost in

the strupple (ot bberation. However, we must honour their legacy by conunuing o
press forwand, learn from our mistakes and join hands to rebuiid South sadan.

Last, but not least,

ln the spiat of Peace and on the occasion of the 13" anniversary of our
independence, [ ask you all tw join me 1 choosing parsotism sbove everything else.

Lot us embrace & view thar brings us rogéiher mrher than divide ourselves!

vach and every one of you 15 an inwegral past of South Sudan. We have the power to
hriag ubcut change that will Lenefit and develop this nation, the country thar we all
dreamed 1o have and chensh.

We must embmue a collective vision, and more impartaaiy we must have the
enurape Lo pursue it by all means.

May Ciod Bless you all md@ﬁﬁi bless the Repubdic of South
Hr:éﬁiy:vdm-nu)

Sulvu Kiir Mayardit

Presidens of the Republic of South Sudan,
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